
English articles a/ an/ the : 

Introduction 

It is often difficult to decide whether an English noun needs an article before it, and, if 

so, which  

article (a/an/the) to use. 

 The main things to consider when choosing an article are whether or not  

the noun is countable, and whether it is definite. Countability means that the noun 

can be made  

plural, e.g. book/books. This is something you can check in a learner’s dictionary of 

English.  

Whether a noun is definite or indefinite depends on whether you and your reader or 

listener both  

know what you are referring to. The following pages give you some guidelines on 

what makes a  

noun countable and/or definite. 

 

Indefinite article (a/an) : if the noun is singular and countable, and this is the first time 

you have mentioned it, then you will usually need the indefinite article. 

  I bought a book _we do not know which book 

There is a bird outside _we do not know anything about the bird. 

Measurements and rates also take the indefinite article :There times a week. if the 

noun starts with a vowel sound, then the article an is used : an ear, an uncle, an 

hour. 

If the noun starts with a consonant sound, then the article a is used : a school, a 

university. 

 

Definite article( the) : 

If you reader or listener understands what you are referring to, then definite article: 

_ I bought a book last week, the book is about trees. 

(you have just mentioned the book, so you both know which one).  

We went to a wedding yesterday, the bride wore a lovely dress. 

(you have not mentioned the bride before, but you both know she is connected to the 

wedding.) 



Some things are taken to be common knowledge in English and therefore take the 

definite article : 

 

Decades :He was born in the 1920s. 

Superlative and ordinals: the second book in the series is the best. 

Etc 

 

_ 

Exemple  

Article a /an  

• Used for objects that are not specific or one of several things of a similar type 

E. g. I need a phone 

• Used the first time we introduce an object 

E. g. I saw a movie last night 

• Used as synonyms for the number one 

E. g. They bought a computer 

• Used to indicate one of a group 

E. g. She is a singer 

 

Article( the) 

• Use for specific objects or objects that both the speaker and listener know 

E.g.Can you give me the books on the table? 

• Used when we mention the object again 

E.g. The movie is based on a real - life incident 

Used before plural countries or other plural regions and bodies of water. 

Eg. The Nether lands 

• Used before certain adjectives to give a plural meaning 

E. g. The rich 


